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BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF CAPE COD 


SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION STARTS MARCH 13 





The Boys and Girls Club of Cape Cod will be starting registration for their field-trip based summer day camp, Camp Algonquin, on Saturday, March 13 from 9 am – 1 pm at the Boys & Girls Club at 31 Frank E. Hicks Drive, off of Rt. 151 behind the Mashpee Police and Fire Stations and registration will be ongoing until the camp is full.  Camp Algonquin is open to all children, ages 6-16, who live on, or visit, Cape Cod, and runs for nine weeks, from June 30 through August 27. Due to snow days that extend into the first week of camp, the June 30th week will begin on Wednesday and have a special reduced rate of $100 per child but each group will still be going on one or two field trips that week.  Groups are limited to 40 children per group each week and are filled on a first come first served basis.  Payment plans and scholarship money are available with documentation of need.  


 


This day camp is organized around two or three field trips a week for every child.  There is no extra cost for any of the field trips except for one for the Sharks.  Forms and information about the summer day camp and financial aid guidelines are available on-line at http://boysgirlsclubcapecod.org .  Space in each unit is limited and the camp fills up fast.  “Financial aid is available with documented need but parents need to get their forms in by May 21,” cautioned Ruth Provost, Club Executive Director, “if a parent thinks that they may need financial aid this year, they should apply immediately.”  Scholarships for the Boys & Girls Club Summer Camp are provided in part by the Cape Cod Times Needy Fund, and the JBS Foundation and the from the proceeds of the Boys & Girls Club Party at the Poppy on June 17 and the Boys & Girls Club Annual Golf Tournament on August 9.   


 


The Camp has three groups for children going into grades 1-3; 4 and 5; and 6-8 in September.   In addition, there is a Counselor in Training (CIT) program for ages 13-15 that is filled through a competitive interview process.  The Camp also offers extended hours for working parents in the morning from 7:30 until 8:55 AM and in the evening from 5:15 until 6:15 PM.  The fee for either morning extended hours or evening extended hours is $30 a week per child and if parents need to have their children attend both sessions, the fee is $50 a week per child.  "I know how hard it is to fit kids schedule's in with those of working parents, particularly in the summer", said Provost.  "This is a service that helps busy parents.”  Campers who are not enrolled in extended care may be dropped off at 8:55 AM five days a week, except for 5th of July and August 9, and can be picked up between 5 and 5:15 PM. 





The youngest group, comprised of children going into grades 1 and 2 in September, are called the Goldfish.  The Goldfish spend 3 days each week at the Clubhouse and in the playground and local ball fields and they go on one field trip and one beach trip each week.   Some of the places that they will be going this year include bowling and ice cream, on a Pirate Cruise, the Woods Hole Aquarium, Boston Children’s Museum, Zooquarium, the movies, Old Silver Beach, Seagull Beach, and John’s Pond.





The middle age group is for children entering grades 3, 4 and 5.  This group goes on two or three field trips each week.  Some of their trips include going to the Swan Boats and State House, Water Wizz, Starland, Bike Riding on the Rail Trail, on a Whale Watch, the Woods Hole Aquarium, the Cape Cod National Seashore, a Paw Sox game, the Buttonwood Zoo, a day of biking on the Cape Cod Rail Trail, to the Sandwich Glass Museum and Boardwalk, the Waquoit Bay Nature Center, the Cape Cod Museum of Fine Arts,  Green Briar Nature Center and the Sandwich Trout Hatchery, Bowling, Seagull Beach, Dowses Beach, Sandy Neck, Ryder-Wakeby Pond, Surf Drive Beach, and Mayflower Beach.  While they are onsite they will have weekly themed days.  These include a Pirate Day and Scavenger Hunt; Safari Day, Crazy 80’s Day; Hawaii Day; Halloween in July Costume Day; Sports Hero Day; Tie Dye Day; and Super Hero Day.





The oldest campers are known as the Sharks.  The Sharks are children entering grades 6-8.  This group of more experienced campers heads out on three field trips a week.  Some of their trips include Water Wizz, a Paw Sox Game, a trip to Paintball (there is an extra $10 fee for paintballing), a Whale Watch, Old Silver Beach, nature hikes at the National Seashore & other places, Miniature Golf, Bowling,  an overnight camping trip, the Buttonwood Zoo, Ice Skating, biking on the Cape Cod Rail Trail, a visit to the Ropes Course, a trip to Martha’s Vineyard, Seagull Beach, Craigville Beach, Mayflower Beach, Attaquin Park, Sandy Neck, and South Cape Beach.  In addition the Sharks will have the inflatable water slides at the Club and many of the same theme days that the Bluefish have.   





Activities for children who are not on one of the regular field trips are age appropriate and include an end of the year cookout at Johns Pond and the Camp Olympics, themed days, and typical summer fun like water fights, watermelon eating, kickball, relay races, nature hikes, and jump rope.  Children make lanyards from gimp, weave baskets, and engage in a range of other craft and art activities.   The outdoor basketball court and indoor gym ensure regular play for intra-club sports leagues.  Volleyball, soccer, baseball, and basketball are all sports that are available for campers.  





In addition to the regular units the Camp includes a special unit limited to 10 teens, ages 12-16, in the Counselor-In-Training Program.   The CITs have a more flexible schedule and some really great trips!   Every CIT receives certification in CPR and First Aid; they learn basic job skills and work, with supervision, with the younger campers.  They will also be going Kayaking, to Bass River Sports World, Biking on Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket, to Mini-golf, on a Whale Watch and a Seal Watch, on an overnight campout, to a ropes course, to beaches all over Cape Cod, on trips to visit CIT units at other camps, and will end the year with a special 3 day overnight trip. In past years this trip has meant spending 3 days at sea on a tall ship or in a cabin on a lake in Maine.  The Counselor-In-Training program is a 2 year program and in their second year, CIT's receive a stipend for the last half of the summer and work under the supervision of the full time counselors in one of our camp units.  Applications for the CIT Unit are now being accepted, and regular camp fees apply.  





The full-time professional staff of the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod directs Camp Algonquin and all counselors are professionally trained and certified in compliance with the regulations of the Massachusetts Department of Health and licensed by the Mashpee Board of Health. Space is limited in each age group to maintain desirable staff to camper ratios. A Red Cross certified lifeguard accompanies the children whenever they are at a beach.  





Parents registering children should come prepared to fill out registration forms, including emergency contact names and numbers, and bring an acceptable method of payment (check, Amex, MasterCard or Visa).  They also need to fill out health forms and provide any accompanying documentation or additional information if a child has specific medical needs or conditions.  Immunization records and proof of a recent physical, both of which are available through the child’s pediatrician, are needed.  Medical information can be faxed directly from a doctor’s office to the Club.





The weekly fee for Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod members is $150 for the first child and $130 for the second child or more, with a $10 registration fee for members and $35 registration fee for non- members and includes a camp T-shirt. The Club offers a discount for a second child and for full payment. For more information, call 508-477-8845 or visit the web site at www.BoysGirlsClubCapeCod.org.  Registration by phone is possible with Visa or MasterCard.
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