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BOYS & GIRLS CLUB & FIRST TEE MASSACHUSETTS 


SPONSOR  A 


FREE SUMMER GOLF PROGRAM 


FOR KIDS & TEENS





The Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod would like to invite Cape Cod children and teens, grades 1-9, to participate in a free Summer Golf Program that will be held at the Willowbend Country Club & at the Quashnet Valley Country Club in Mashpee.  Thanks to the Massachusetts Golf Association’s First Tee Program, 14 children can take free golf lessons at Willowbend Country Club twice a week this summer!  


 


The golf lessons will be given by Jim Rondeau on Tuesday and Thursday mornings starting on July 6 and ending on August 26.  The lessons will run from 7:30am to 8:45 pm.   Parents will have to drop the children at the Golf Course for the lesson and pick them up when the lessons are over.   However, if children are attending the Boys & Girls Club Summer Day Camp, the Club will pick up just those children enrolled in summer camp when the lesson is over and bring them back to the Boys & Girls Club in time for the start of summer camp





 The majority of the lessons will be held at Willowbend.  The only exceptions to the schedule will be on Tuesday, July 13, and Thursday, July 22, when the golf lessons will be held at the Quashnet Valley Country Club instead of at Willowbend.   





“We are so grateful to Jim Rondeau, the 1st Tee Program, and our own Willowbend and Quashnet Valley golf courses for making this opportunity available to our kids,” said Nathan Berkowitz, the president of the board of directors at the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod.  “The skills that children learn on the golf course this summer will help them in their future careers and teach them a sport that they will be able to play for their entire lives.   The 1st Tee Curriculum teaches so much more than just how to play the game.   It focuses on core values, like integrity, confidence, perseverance, sportsmanship, respect and courtesy.” 


 


Space is limited to 14 children in grades 1-9 and the program is open to any Cape child, on a first come, first served basis.  Children can bring their own golf clubs or the Boys & Girls Club has some that may be borrowed for the program. 





Children must be, or become, members of the Boys & Girls Club to participate.  For existing Club members, the program is free. The Club also has a reduced membership fee for just the summer golf program of $35, but it is only good for the duration of the program and scholarship money is available to offset it with documented need.  Children will also need signed parental permission slips to participate.  Call the Club at 508-477-8845 to register your child. 





“We are excited to be partnering with First Tee again this year,” said Ruth Provost, Boys & Girls Club executive director.  “Thanks to Jim Rondeau, the scheduled time and closeness to the Boys & Girls Club will allow the Boys & Girls Club campers, as well as other Cape kids, to participate in the golf program this year.  And they won’t have to give up attending summer camp or miss a field trip to learn about golf with a pro or to play on a world class course.  Both Willowbend Country Club and Quashnet Valley Country Club are to be commended for providing a course for these kids to learn on.”  





The First Tee of Massachusetts is dedicated to promoting and preserving the integrity and values of the game of golf in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  It aims to align itself with youth agencies and entities for the purpose of introducing children to the game of golf and its inherent values in an affordable and accessible manner. 





The home base of The First Tee of Massachusetts is located at MGA Links at Mamantapett, an 18-hole, par 3 facility in Norton, Massachusetts. Each year, more than 400 youth from 25 different Bay State communities, including Cape Cod, participate in a seven-week golf and life skills development program around the state.





As part of the curriculum, the children progress through a series of golf lessons where they are introduced to the different aspects of a golf course including the green, tee, fairway, rough, bunkers and water hazards.  They are also introduced to the basic elements of the game of golf and the swing including distance and accuracy control, course management, how to score, pace of play, proper grip, stance, and posture. Differing amounts of on-course play take place from week two through week seven. 





In addition to golf, the participants are introduced to the nine core values inherent to the game including honesty, integrity, confidence, responsibility, perseverance, sportsmanship, judgment, respect and courtesy.  





The life skills experience is the platform used in getting the participants to become comfortable with introducing themselves to others, meeting new people, learning something new, setting goals, and dealing with conflict. The life skills learned are useful for the participants both on and off the golf course.





The First Tee Program is a World Golf Foundation initiative dedicated to providing young people of all backgrounds with an opportunity to develop, through golf and character education, life-enhancing values such as honesty, integrity and sportsmanship. The intent is to offer opportunities for improvement in the quality of life and create a platform where children can increase their potential for success.


The First Tee Life Skills Experience is used to further enhance and instill the inherent values of the game of golf, and show participants how these values transfer into other aspects of their lives.  Students are taught about responsibility, courtesy, how to make decisions by thinking about the possible consequences, how to set goals, how to define those goals, the importance of maintaining a positive attitude as well as the importance of showing respect for others.    For more information or to register a child, call 508-477-8845 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@BoysGirlsClubCapeCod.org" �info@BoysGirlsClubCapeCod.org� .   Club membership forms are available on the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod web site at:  � HYPERLINK "http://boysgirlsclubcapecod.org/" �http://boysgirlsclubcapecod.org� and information about the First Tee Program can be found at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.thefirstteemass.org/" �http://www.thefirstteemass.org�. 
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