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 RECYCLE INK & TONER CARTRIDGES AND HELP THE YOUTH 


AT THE BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF CAPE COD





Help the youth of the Boy & Girls Club of Cape Cod by giving them your used ink and toner cartridges.   The Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod Torch Club, which is the Club’s pre-teen leadership and community service club, is raising money by participating in the Staples® Recycle for Education initiative. Staples will donate $3 to the Boys & Girls Club youth leadership program, the Torch Club, for every eligible ink or toner cartridge that the Club collects. A list of eligible cartridges can be found at   � HYPERLINK "http://www.StaplesRecycleFor" ��www.StaplesRecycleFor�Ed.com/eligible.asp. Staples will pay $3 for the cartridges listed on the web site because they can be refilled and reused. The Club kids ask that you help them benefit the environment to the fullest extent by bringing ALL empty cartridges to the Boys & Girls Club.  They will send them all to Staples who will recycle cartridges that can’t be refilled for the plastic and metal content and keep them out of the waste stream. 





Local businesses can help!  The Club has boxes that are designed for collecting and recycling used ink and toner cartridges and any business who would like to help in this effort while also helping the environment, can call the Club to have a recycling box brought to their business either to use internally or to put where the public can drop off their used cartridges.   The Club’s youth will come in pick up the used cartridges as needed and recycle them or the boxes can be mailed directly to Staples when full since Staples has already prepaid the postage on them. 





Recycling is particularly important here on the Cape where our landfills and water supply are inextricably connected.   Here are some facts from the Staples Web site about recycling ink cartridges:


• The number of ink and laser toner cartridges thrown away in one year is enough to circle the earth.


• It takes 1,000 years for an ink or laser toner cartridge to decompose in a landfill.


• For every ink or laser toner cartridge that is recycled, two quarts of oil are kept out of landfills.


• Recycling ink or laser toner cartridges helps decrease the amount of waste that goes into landfills and reduce the amount of toxic chemicals absorbed into the Earth.





The Torch Club at the Boys & Girls Club is a small group club offering service and leadership opportunities to young people ages 11 to 13. The Torch Club helps meet the special needs of today’s 11 to 13 year old boys and girls by providing: a sense of belonging, positive interaction with a small group of peers; guidance and support of a committed caring adult; opportunities to make a difference in the world through helping others; and a sense of pride, self-worth and accomplishment that flows from learning to make and take responsibility for decisions.  The youth in Torch Club take on special projects and raise money through Club activities like sleep-overs for the younger children for a Torch Club annual trip.  





Each year, Torch Club members and advisors participate in a national project that focuses on an important issue affecting the lives of others – issues such as environmental protection, community safety, diversity, drug prevention, child abuse or global understanding. Through the national project, Torch Club members have the chance to become representatives for character, leadership and service in their Boys & Girls Clubs and communities.  





The Torch Club of the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod also leads the Boys & Girls Club’s Environmental Club.  Club members clean up local nature trails and learn about the environment under the guidance of trained environmental professionals and naturalists.   The youth also learn about careers in the environment by visiting work sites like the clean up programs on the MMR and by speaking with those working in the environmental field.  The Environmental Club has been funded in the past by grants from the Cape Youth Force and the Cape & Islands Youth Community Development Council, both of which are also youth led grant making groups themselves.





Staples, Inc. and Staples Foundation for Learning, Inc. continue to provide generous support for the Torch Club character and leadership program through programs like the ink and toner recycling project and by funding and providing resources for national Torch Club initiatives.  Through the annual National Project, Torch Club members and advisors can strengthen their communities and learn about important issues that affect all of us. This year’s project has two components: education about environmental issues and service to the community. Torch Club youth first learn about each topic in depth and share that knowledge with their fellow Club members and with their communities as they put their knowledge to work. By teaching young people that they must fully understand an issue before they can take effective action, the National Project provides a solid foundation for future service. When Torch Club members learn about the three Rs of recycling – recycle man-made materials, reduce waste and pollution and reuse everyday products – and get involved in recycling efforts, they develop a sense of responsibility for preserving and protecting our environment for future generations.  By organizing a recycling program – or contributing to the community’s existing


recycling programs – Club members help protect the environment by removing harmful


substances from the waste stream, reducing our dependence on landfills and incinerators and


conserving energy in reducing the need for raw materials.





The Boys & Girls Club is centrally located on the Upper Cape in Mashpee, near the rotary, right off of Route 151 and behind the Police and Fire Stations at 31 Frank E. Hicks Drive





 The Club is open to all children and teens on Cape Cod ages 6-18.   Membership in the Club is only $25 for the entire school year.   Membership in the Club means that kids and teens can participate in all Club activities and trips and use the Club House whenever it is open for their age group, Monday to Friday from 2 to 6 pm for grades 1-8 and for “teens only” Monday through Thursday from 6-8 pm.  Teens in grades 9-12 meet at Mashpee High School from 2-6 pm Monday to Friday.  The Club is open on Saturdays in the winter for all age groups, and for all age groups during school vacation weeks from 8:30 am until 5:30 pm.  





Most of the Club activities and trips are free for Club members, including sports leagues, tennis lessons, horseback riding, arts & crafts, gardening, exploring nature, and free tutoring, just to name a few.  Some programs, like Mad Science or trips to places like the Science Museum, skiing in New Hampshire, or Red Sox games at Fenway may have a small fee, but it is always lower for members and some scholarship money is available when needed.  Teens have access to “teens only” programs every day at Mashpee High School from 2-6 pm and then every weekday night from 6-8 and on Friday from 7-10 at the Club House on Frank Hicks Drive.  “Teen only” events include Ski Trips or visits to Boston sports events. In addition, the Torch and Keystone Teen Clubs offer community service opportunities and a chance for high school seniors to win $1500 college scholarships.





For information, please contact the Club at (508) 477-8845 or visit the on the web at � HYPERLINK "http://www.BoysBirlsClubCapeCod.org" ��www.BoysBirlsClubCapeCod.org�. 
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