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          508-477-8845

MASTER GARDENERS AND 

THE BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF CAPE COD

TEAM UP TO OFFER A GARDEN CLUB FOR KIDS

The Master Gardeners Association of the Cape Cod Cooperative Extension and the Boys and Girls Club of Cape Cod are teaming up again to present a Gardening Club for kids staring Monday, May 1 and running for six months from 3:30-5 pm weekly on Monday through October of 2006.  
The first meeting of the Garden Club on May 1 will take place at Coonamessett Farms, which is a working farm featuring fields, greenhouses, and livestock.   After that, all meetings will be held at the Long Pond Conservation Area in Marstons Mills on Newtown Road.
Participants can meet at the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod and be bused to their garden plots at the Long Pond Conservation area in Marstons Mills on Newtown Road, weather permitting, or they can join the group at the garden plot itself.  On rainy days they will participate in projects at the Boys & Girls Club.

The program is open to all Cape Cod children and teens, ages ten to eighteen.

Geared for children and teens ages 10 and up, this program is designed for those who are interested in starting and maintaining a garden of their own.  Each child will have a 5 x5 garden plot of their own and they will plan their own garden plot, plant their seeds and care for their garden during the growing season. They will learn about starting seedlings, soil, watering, sunlight, bugs, and much more.

In addition, there is a large community garden that everyone maintains.  Children can choose to grow flowers, vegetables or pumpkins.  Last year pumpkins, squash, sunflowers, potatoes, strawberries, corn, beets, peas, lettuce, tomatoes, basil, and beans were some of the plants grown in the children’s gardens.  As the garden grows, the children take home all of their vegetables and flowers to share with their friends and family. 

Garden sessions can also include a hike through the conservation area to look at plants and bugs in nature.

If children are departing from the Boys & Girls Club, the bus will be leaving the Club weekly at 3:15 and returning by 5:15 pm.  Teen Garden Club members can come directly to the Boys & Girls Club at 2:45 or they can be picked up at the High School Teen Unit.   There is no charge for the program but children will be registered as members of the Boys & Girls Club and will need signed permission slips to participate.

Space is limited and open to all Cape Cod children and teens.  Parents are urged to sign their children up early.  For more information about the program, please call the Cape Cod Cooperative Extension at 508-375-6690 or the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod at 508-477-8845.

The Cape Cod Cooperative Extension Master Gardener Program is run through Barnstable County.  Their mission is "Helping Others Learn to Grow."  The Master Gardeners are adult volunteers of all ages who love gardening and who have previous gardening experience.  They connect people with their environment by helping them find sound management practices for home and urban natural resources, create and maintain an aesthetically pleasing environment, promote well-being through people/plant interactions and horticulture therapy, and contribute to a safe, abundant food supply through home fruit and vegetable production.
The Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod is located at 31 Frank E. Hicks Drive in Mashpee, right off of Route 151, near the Mashpee Commons and behind the Mashpee Police and Fire Stations.  Membership in the Club is normally only $15 for the entire school year, however, new program participants will have that fee waived through April.  Membership entitles children ages 6-18 to unlimited use of the Club.  The Club is open from 2:45 to 7 PM Monday through Friday and on Saturdays from 9:30-4:30 for children in grades 1-6.  Teens meet from 2-4 at Mashpee High School.   In addition, regular teen nights are held every week night from 6-8 and on Friday from 6-10:00.  Children can now ride the Regional Transit Authority’s Sealine bus route between Barnstable and Falmouth to the Club.  The driver will drop them off at the Club door after stopping at Mashpee Commons.  Children need to inform the bus driver when they board that they are going to the Boys & Girls Club.  

For information, call 508-477-8845 or visit the web site at www.BoysGirlsClubCapeCod.org.
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