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BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB OF CAPE COD OFFERS FREE MEMBERSHIP TO CHILDREN OF DEPLOYED SERVICE PERSONNEL
The Boys &Girls Club of Cape Cod has joined with other Boys & Girls Clubs around the country to reach out to the children of our deployed military families.   Secretary of State Colin Powell, a long time supporter of Boys & Girls Clubs and a former member of Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s board of governors, has called on Clubs to support the children of deployed military personnel.  

To respond to the Secretary’s urgent request, the Boys & Girls Clubs of Cape Cod is providing free Club Memberships to the children of deployed military personnel for the duration of the hostilities in Iraq. 

In his letter, Secretary Powell said “There are thousands of deployed military with families living off-base.  It is my hope that every Boys & Girls Club in America will open their doors to the children of these families.  Just as you did in Desert Storm, I hope you will make a special effort to find these families, invite their children into your Clubs, provide free memberships and special activities, and help to support them during one of the most challenging times of their lives.”

Secretary Powell believes that Club programs allow young people to overcome the fiercest obstacles. This is why he has taken the time, despite tremendous responsibilities, to urge the Boys & Girls Clubs to reach children of deployed military personnel.  

“There are many children of deployed military who live in our community.  Many are neighborhood youth whose parents serve part time in the Reserves or the National Guard. These are the neighbors that are often the first forces to be called up in times of national need,” said Ruth Provost, Executive Director of the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod.  “We want the children of the men and women who are serving abroad to have a safe positive place where they can enjoy the normal activities of children in a environment far removed from the worries of war.”   

The Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod is a nonprofit youth-serving organization that serves the entire Cape community.  The Club offers after-school and evening programs for children ages 6-18, which are supervised by trained youth development professionals.  They provide activities in character and leadership development; education and career development; health and life skills; the arts; and sports, fitness and recreation along with special and holiday programs and a summer day camp.  Programs are designed to promote a sense of belonging, usefulness, influence and competence. Membership dues are kept low so that all young people can afford to join. In Boys & Girls Clubs, young people are encouraged to reach their full potential as productive, responsible and caring citizens.  

“The Boys & Girls Clubs of Cape Cod has been serving Cape youth since 1999.  We are proud to join Secretary Powell in urging support for military families at this time and in the days ahead,” said Brian Hyde, president of the Board of Directors of the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod. “ We hope that local businesses and citizens will join us in our efforts by helping to sponsor these youth memberships. Support for the children of our military personnel is something everyone can agree on ” 

For more information, to request a free membership, or to help by sponsoring the free memberships for the children of deployed military personnel, call 508-477-8845.
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