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LOCAL TEEN NAMED BOYS & GIRLS CLUB YOUTH OF THE YEAR





Christopher Kelly is a true example of an extraordinary youth.  He has just been selected as the 2006 Youth of the Year by the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod.  Chris will be honored at the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod Annual Meeting at the Coonamessett Inn in Falmouth on May 8th.  Chris will also be receiving a $1000 scholarship from the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod towards his college education.





In addition, Eric Ratzinger and Jasmine James were nominated as 2006 Youth of the Year finalists in recognition of their participation in the Club and of the quality of service that they provide to the children and teens who are Club members.  Eric will be receiving a $500 college scholarship.





The Youth of the Year program, which is administered by Boys & Girls Clubs of America (BGCA) and has been nationally sponsored by the Reader’s Digest Foundation since 1947, recognizes outstanding contributions to a member’s family, school, community and Boys & Girls Club, as well as personal challenges and obstacles overcome.





Christopher Kelly has been a member of the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod Club since they first opened in 1999.  For the past four years Chris has been a regular Club volunteer who first assisted in cooking and serving the free weekly Friday dinners for 80-130 kids.  For the past two years, Chris has single handedly run the entire kitchen preparing all the meals every other week. Chris’s volunteer work for the Club has been extensive and two years ago the Club dedicated an annual Club Service Award in his name that is given out every year to the Club member who best exemplifies Chris’s spirit of volunteerism to the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod.





 Chris is a key member of the Mashpee High School Band and is the Drum Major of the High School Marching Band.  Chris has also been active in the Boys Scouts for many years and is currently a Life Scout who is working towards completion of his Eagle Scout Award this spring.





Chris graduates from Mashpee High School in June and will be attending Rhode Island College in Providence, RI in the fall.    





“We are all very proud of Chris and know that he will succeed in whatever he decides to do in the future,” said Ruth Provost, Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod Executive Director.





Kelly will compete against other Boys & Girls Club members for the Youth of


the Year title for the state of Massachusetts and a $1,000 state scholarship. If Kelly


wins at the state level, then he will compete for the title of the Northeast  Region Youth of the Year and another $10,000 scholarship.





Kelly will compete against other Boys & Girls Club members for the Youth of the Year title for the state of Massachusetts and a $1,000 state scholarship. If Kelly


wins at the state level, then he will compete for the title of the Northeast  Region Youth of the Year and a $10,000 scholarship.





The five regional winners will travel to Washington, D.C., to compete for the title of BGCA’s National Youth of the Year. The Boys & Girls Clubs of America National Youth of the Year receives an additional $15,000 college scholarship and is installed by the President in an Oval Office ceremony. 





Any youth age 14 and up who has been a member of the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod for at least 2 years is eligible to apply for the Club Youth of the Year and the college scholarships.  The applications for next year will be available in January of 2007.





Applicants for the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod Youth of the Year go through a rigorous screening process and exemplify the highest ideals of the Boys & Girls Clubs of America.  





Each applicant is screened by a panel consisting of local community and Boys & Girls Club Staff and Board Members.   The Club would like to thank this year‘s panel of judges, John Callahan, David Berglund, and Cathy Bowmar Perry.  The screening panel looks for leadership qualities and service exhibited through the following criteria:


Home and Family


Responsibilities that the candidate assumed over a period of time that might be considered exemplary or unusual for a young person to manage.


Moral Character


How moral character is exercised in candidate’s daily life, including adherence to high moral standards.


Community


The types of activities he or she engaged in, number of people served, the applicant’s role in planning and implementing activities, and the impact of activities on others.


School


Based on activities engaged in and their diversity, scholastic achievement and contribution made to school, faculty and peers by the candidate.


Service to Club


Length of membership, activities engaged in, responsibilities assumed, influence on peers, assistance to staff, involvement in planning and consistency are some of the factors considered.


Life Goals


The ability of the candidate to make decisions and set goals that support independent life skills and career choices. He or she understands the importance of planning for the future.


Obstacles Overcome


Recognition is given to unusual obstacles (physical, family, economic, etc.) that the candidate has overcome.


Essays


Each applicant is asked to write two essays, one explaining what the Club means to him or her and the other explaining why post-high school education is important. The essays provide additional insights into the applicant’s thinking and skills of expression.


Poise


Judges consider how poised and confident the applicant is prior to and during the formal interview process.


Public Speaking


Consideration is given to how well the nominee articulates ideas. An oral presentation is part of the selection process.





The Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod provides daily programs and services to 800 Cape Cod children and teens. Membership for the school year is $15 and is open to all Cape Cod children.  During the school year, the Club is open after school M-F from 2-7 PM for children in grades 1-6, while teens in grades 7-12 are served at the Teen program at Mashpee High School until 6pm.  The Kraft Family Club House is open for “teens only” Monday through Thursday from 6-9 and until 10 pm on Friday nights.  They provide programs that emphasize character and leadership development, education and career enhancement, health and life skills, the arts, and sports, fitness and recreation.  Call 508 477 8845 for information.





###











