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The U.S. Junior Olympics Skills Competition Comes to Cape Cod





Do you have a child who dreams that someday they will wear an Olympic medal?  Well, dream no more.  That chance is coming to Cape Cod on May 7th and May 20th.   The Barnstable County Youth/ 4-H, the YMCA of Cape Cod, and the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod have teamed up to offer Junior Olympic sport events in basketball and soccer for kids ages 5-13.  





The Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod and Barnstable County Youth/4-H programs are co-sponsoring the U.S. Jr. Olympic Skills Competition in Basketball at the Boys & Girls Club gym in Mashpee on Saturday, May 20, 2006 from 9:00 until 12 noon.  The Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod is located at 31 Frank E. Hicks Drive off of Route 151 across from Mashpee Commons and behind the Mashpee Police Station.





The soccer competition is being sponsored by the YMCA of Cape Cod on Sunday, May 7th from 8:00am until 12 Noon at the Old Townhouse Field on Old Town House Road, off of Station Avenue in South Yarmouth.     





Kids participating in the Basketball Skills Competition will try and score as many points as possible by making baskets from designated shooting areas and the free throw line. 





Kids participating in the Soccer Skills Competition will dribble, shoot and score in the fastest time possible. 





All youngsters competing at the Local Qualifying Event will receive a participation card.  Prizes for age and gender group champions include ribbons and medals.  National Finalists from each region receive a trip to the United States Olympic Training Center in Colorado.





Participants may enter either or both event, but must register for each event separately.  There are three levels of competition.  The first are these local qualifying events.  Winners in each age and gender in each competition will advance to the regional competitions which will take place between June and July, and the finalists from the regional competitions will be going to the National Finals in Colorado Springs in August. 





The top three winners from each event statewide will have their scores ranked nationally and the top three winners in each age and gender will advance to the finals in Colorado Springs.  All participants must compete in a Local Qualifying Event in order to advance to higher levels of competition.  Champions at the Local Qualifying Event advance to the Regional Competitions and participate in ONLY the sport in which they were crowned Champion.   At the Regional Competition, the scores are reset to zero and the youngsters participate in hopes of being crowned Regional Champion.  All Regional Champions will have their scores ranked nationally and the top three scorers in each age, gender, and sport will advance to the National Finals in Colorado Springs, Colorado in August.  





Age for each group is determined as of August 31, 2006.  The age 8-9 level is for children whose birthday falls between September 1, 1996 and August 31, 1998.  To participate in the 10-11 age group, a child must have a birthday between 10/1/94 and 9/31/96, and in the 12-13 age group, a birthday between 10/1/92-9/31/94.    Participants will be required to provide a copy of a valid birth certificate or other proof of identification and age at all levels of competition for each event.





U.S. Jr. Olympics Skills Competition provides youngsters across the country with an opportunity to


participate in an exciting multi sport skills competition.  This national initiative gives boys & girls ages 8 to 13 the chance to showcase their athletic talents in sports.  





Junior Olympic Skills is intended to encourage youth participation in sport and emphasize the FUN element of competition.  There is no registration fee, and boys and girls compete in each event compete separately. Complete information regarding registration, age verification, and rules are all available on the Barnstable County Youth/4-H website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.capecodextension.org" ��www.capecodextension.org�. 





For information about the Basketball Competition contact Kerry Bickford


� HYPERLINK "mailto:kbickford@umext.umass.edu" ��kbickford@umext.umass.edu� or Ruth Provost 508-477 8845 or at � HYPERLINK "mailto:BGCCC@comcast.net" ��BGCCC@comcast.net�.  For information on the Soccer Competition, contact Sue Winkfield at � HYPERLINK "mailto:swinkfield@ymcacapecod.org" ��swinkfield@ymcacapecod.org� .





The 4-H & Communities, Families & Youth Program, or simply 4-H, draws together the practical academic and organizational resources of the University of Massachusetts (Amherst) and the U.S. Department of Agriculture, along with the local support of Barnstable County, to help young people contribute to their communities, learn new skills, and have fun in the process. The focus is "hands on" - not just talking, but doing!





The Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod provides daily after school and summer camp programs and services to 800 Cape Cod children and teens. Membership for the school year is $15 and is open to all Cape Cod children.  During the school year, the Club is open after school M-F from 2-7 PM for children in grades 1-6, while teens in grades 7-12 are served at the Teen program at Mashpee High School until 6pm.  The Kraft Family Club House is open for “teens only” Monday through Thursday from 6-9 and until 10 pm on Friday nights.  They provide programs that emphasize character and leadership development, education and career enhancement, health and life skills, the arts, and sports, fitness and recreation.   





The YMCA Cape Cod is a volunteer driven not-for-profit community service organization serving the local region. They welcome all people to their many diverse classes, programs and special events held throughout Cape Cod. The main facility is located on Route 132 in West Barnstable. This site features 2 swimming pools, a fitness center, cardio room, child care classes a large multi-purpose room, outdoor basketball and foursquare court.  Their Camp Lyndon Center in Sandwich is a beautiful location that is used for summer day camp as well as many year-round programs for youth, teens and adults, including after school enrichment programs.
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