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PRESS RELEASE 





Contact:  Ruth Provost                                                     

EMBARGOED UNTIL MAY 16, 2003



                

BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB OF CAPE COD RECIEVES DONATION FROM COCA-COLA BOTTLING COMPANY OF CAPE COD
The Boys &Girls Club of Cape Cod has announced that the Coca Cola Bottling Company of Cape Cod has donated $2,500 to support the programs of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Cape Cod.   The check is to be presented at a press conference on May 12, 2003 at 12:00 noon at the Boys & Girls Club in Mashpee.  Presenting the check to Brian Hyde, president of the Boys & Girls Club will be ??? the General Manager of Coca-Cola.   Local officials present at the event include Senator Therese Murray, the Senate Ways and Means Chairman who represents the Upper Cape towns of Bourne, Falmouth, and Sandwich, and State Senator Robert O’Leary who represents Mashpee, Barnstable, the lower Cape and the Islands.  Selectmen and local officials from the Upper Cape towns have also been invited to tour the facilities and to be present at the presentation.  

“The Boys & Girls Club is grateful to Coca Cola for helping to support our programs” said Brian Hyde, president of the Board of Directors of the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod.  “Like all non-profit child service organizations, our fundraising efforts are more difficult since 9/11 and support from local business is helping us to keep our doors open for the 700 Cape Cod children that we serve.”

The Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod is a nonprofit youth-serving organization that serves the entire Cape community.  The Club offers after-school and evening programs for children ages 6-18, which are supervised by trained youth development professionals.  They provide activities in character and leadership development; education and career development; health and life skills; the arts; and sports, fitness and recreation along with special and holiday programs and a summer day camp.  Programs are designed to promote a sense of belonging, usefulness, influence and competence. Membership dues are kept low so that all young people can afford to join. In Boys & Girls Clubs, young people are encouraged to reach their full potential as productive, responsible and caring citizens.  

“Research on after school programs like the Boys & Girls Clubs of Cape Cod shows that a full 44% of children age 12 are going home after school to empty houses and that number goes up for every year past age 12.”  Said Ruth Provost, Executive Director of the Boys & Girls Club.  “Children who attend programs like ours do better in school and are less likely get in trouble with the law.   In fact, children in programs like ours are 49% less likely to take drugs, 35% less likely to smoke, and 37% less likely to become teen parents than children who go home alone and are unsupervised after school.”

The press conference will be held at the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod at 31 Frank Hicks Drive, off of Route 151 near the Mashpee Rotary and behind the Mashpee Police and Fire Stations.

For more information, call 508-477-8845.
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