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BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB OF CAPE COD 


TORCH CLUB WINS AWARD





It’s no surprise that the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod Youth President and Youth Vice President are both members of the Club’s Torch Club.  That’s because Torch Club is a unique citizenship development experience that gives young people the opportunity to contribute something of value to others and to have a voice on how that contribution is made. Torch Club programs and activities are agreed upon, developed and implemented by the members themselves. Torch Club members lead by example and are respectful, reliable, responsible and tolerant of others.





It’s also no surprise that the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod’s Torch Club has won an award for their participation in the National Torch Club Recycle for Life project this year.   That’s because Torch Club is the character and leadership development program for boys & girls ages 11-13 and membership in it is dependent on good grades, character and ethics, and a willingness to perform community service projects that benefit the Boys & Girls Club and the larger community.  





Through the Recycle for Life program, the Torch Club members at the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod were responsible for creating, planning, and implementing a recycling program for the Club and the community. The Torch Club started the program to recycle paper for the Boys & Girls Club last year. For the community recycling program they began recycling used ink and toner cartridges as well as cell phones that anyone in the community can drop off at the Boys & Girls Club. 





The Torch Club submitted their recycling program for consideration for the National Award and won 3rd place for the entire North East Region, which includes Clubs in Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, Rhode Island, and Vermont, receiving a check for $500 to their Torch Club and 15 jackets with the Torch Club logo on it for themselves.





The Torch Club helps meet the special needs of today’s 11 to 13 year old boys and girls by providing: a sense of belonging, positive interaction with a small group of peers; guidance and support of a committed caring adult; opportunities to make a difference in the world through helping others; and a sense of pride, self-worth and accomplishment that flows from learning to make and take responsibility for decisions.  The Torch Club consists of an adult advisor and approximately 8 to 15 boys and girls who elect their own officers and plan and implement their own community service activities.





The Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod Torch Club has been involved in several other community service efforts this year.  In addition to the recycling program, they had an opportunity to help out with the Hyannis Marathon and to earn some money for their end of the year trip and Club gift.  They also held several “overnighters” at the Boys & Girls Club for the younger children, planning and running games and events that lasted well into the morning.   The small fee that they charge for these special events also goes towards their end of the year trip and Club gift.     





The local Torch Club is chartered by Boys and Clubs of America and that national charter entitles members to attend regional Torch Club Conferences & Summits.  This year’s Regional Torch Club Summit was held at the Brockton Boys & Girls Club on May 4 and the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod Torch Club was one of 15 regional Torch Clubs that were invited to attend.  Six Torch Club members from the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod participated in a variety of activities as a team with the Torch Club from the Boys & Girls Club of Salem, NH.  Activities ran throughout the day and included workshops and events organized around character & education, healthy habits, gym activities, and goals & money management. The kids had a great time and represented the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod by creating a display about their Torch Club for the event. 





In addition to the attending regional summit, the Torch Club also raises money for a gift to the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod and for their own end of the year trip.   This year, the Torch Club donated the lettering on the Club’s new van, which was purchased with the help of a private donor, the 99 Restaurant and the Pancake Breakfast crew.  They also decide where they are going to go on the annual Torch Club trip and this year, their big end of the year trip combines fun with history as the kids head off for Hershey Park Pennsylvania and Gettysburg for four days starting on June 7.





The Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod is open to any Cape Cod child or teen, ages 6-18.  Participation in the Torch Club is competitive and interested children age 11-13 are invited to apply for next fall.  For information, call 508-477-8845, email � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@BoysGirlsClubCapeCod.org" ��info@BoysGirlsClubCapeCod.org�  or visit the web site at  � HYPERLINK "http://boysgirlsclubcapecod.org/groups.htm" ��http://boysgirlsclubcapecod.org/groups.htm� 





























