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PRESS RELEASE:                             Contact:  Ruth Provost


For Immediate Release 			      Executive Director


FOR ALL CAPE TOWNS                                         


May 7, 2007





BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF CAPE COD 


ANNOUNCES NEW SUMMER CAMP TRIPS AND THEMES 





The Boys and Girls Club of Cape Cod will be taking registration for their summer day camp, Camp Algonquin, at the Boys & Girls Club at 31 Frank E. Hicks Drive, off of Rt. 151 behind the Mashpee Police and Fire Stations.  Registration for Camp Algonquin will continue until the camp is full, but parents are urged to register early to get the weeks that they want.  “It happens every year,” said Executive Director Ruth Provost.  “We have to turn children away who are looking for a camp placement because the parents have waited to long and the group has filled up.  I hate having to tell a child that they can’t come to camp when their friends are all going to be here during a certain week.”





There are many new trips planned for this year, including a sail on the gaff-rigged schooner, the Bay Lady II out of Provincetown, for the older campers in grades 4-8.  The younger kids in grades 1-3 will be going on new trips too, including a seal watch and a duck tour.  In addition to new field trips, the Camp has developed themes for each week to add to the excitement!  Some of the weekly themes are Crazy Critter Week, Pirate Week, a Sports Spectacular Week, an Olympics Week and much more!





Camp Algonquin is open to all children who live on, or visit, Cape Cod, and runs from June 26 through August 24th.   Groups are limited to 45 children per group each week and are filled on a first come first served basis.  Payment plans and scholarship money are available with documentation of need.  





The popular Counselor-In-Training Program for teens ages 13-16 will be running again this year along with groups for kids going into grades 1-3; 4 and 5; and 6-8.   





The Camp continues to offer extended hours for working parents in the morning from 7:30 until 8:55 AM and in the evening from 5:15 until 6:15 PM.  The fee for either morning extended hours or evening extended hours is $30 a week per child and if parents need to have their children attend both sessions, the fee is $50 a week per child.  "I know how hard it is to fit kids schedule's in with those of working parents, particularly in the summer", said Provost.  "This is a service that helps busy parents.”





Camp Algonquin accepts all children in grades 1 through 9 in three age separated groups.   Campers who are not enrolled in extended care may be dropped off at 8:55 AM five days a week, except for 4th of July and August 7th, and can be picked up between 5 and 5:15 PM. 


 


The Counselor in Training Unit is limited to 8-10 teens ages 13-16.  Admission to the CIT Unit is through a competitive interview process.   The CITs will be learning the skills needed to work as a camp counselor in the future as well as having their own fun activities and field trips.   They will also work one on one with the experienced Boys & Girls Club Summer Camp counselors and campers.  All CITs will all get training and certification by the Red Cross in CPR and First Aid.   Field trips include kayaking, the Melody Tent, Water Wizz, Adventure Isle, Martha’s Vineyard, sailing, Six Flags Amusement Park, an overnight at the Myles Standish State Park, and visits to CIT units at other camps.  Interested teens should apply as soon as possible.  Regular summer camp fees and the scholarship application process apply.





Camp group levels are based on the grade being entered in September 2007.  The youngest group, comprised of children going into grades 1, 2, and 3 in September, are called the Goldfish.  The Goldfish spend 3 days each week at the Clubhouse and in the playground and local ball fields and they go on one field trip and one beach trip each week.   Some of the places that they will be going this year include bowling and ice cream, on a Pirate Cruise, to the Roger Williams Zoo, Battleship Cove, Boston Children’s Museum, George’s Island, Mini Golf, Craigville Beach, and John’s Pond.





The middle age group is for children entering grades 4 and 5.  This group goes on two or three field trips each week.  They will be going to places like Martha’s Vineyard, Scusset Beach, Adventure Island, the Cape Cod National Seashore, the Boston Museum of Science, George’s Island, a Rhode Island Paw Sox game, a Viking Cruise, Faneuil Hall, and Water Wizz.





The oldest campers are known as the Sharks.  The Sharks are children entering grades 6-9.  This group of more experienced campers heads out on three field trips a week.  Trips include Fenway Park, Water Wizz, Paw Sox Games, Adventure Island, a trip to Paintball, a Whale Watch, Starland, Old Silver Beach, the National Seashore, Faneuil Hall, Kayaking, an overnight camping trip to Myles Standish and many more.  





Activities for children who are not on one of the regular field trips are age appropriate and include typical summer fun like water fights, watermelon eating, kickball, relay races, nature hikes, and jump rope.  Children make lanyards from gimp, weave baskets, and engage in a range of other craft and art activities.   The outdoor basketball court and indoor gym ensure regular play for intra-club sports leagues.  Volleyball, soccer, baseball, and basketball are all sports that are available for campers.  





The full-time professional staff of the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod directs Camp Algonquin and all counselors are professionally trained and certified in compliance with the regulations of the Massachusetts Department of Health and licensed by the Mashpee Board of Health. Space is limited in each age group to maintain desirable staff to camper ratios. A Red Cross certified lifeguard accompanies the children whenever they are at the beach.  Campers at Camp Algonquin come from our own Cape towns and many are summer visitors from all over the country.





“The Camp is affordable and a great option, not only for parents, but also for Grandparents who may have grandchildren coming to visit for a week or more this summer,” said Provost.  “For grandparents, not used to entertaining kids fulltime, it is insurance against the inevitable days of rain.  Kids get bored easily, and Camp Algonquin gives them another option.”  





Parents registering children should come prepared to fill out registration forms, including emergency contact names and numbers, and bring an acceptable method of payment (check, MasterCard or Visa) for full payment, or 40% of the total if using the payment plan.  They also need to fill out health forms and provide any accompanying documentation or additional information if a child has specific medical needs or conditions.  Immunization records and proof of a recent physical, both of which are available through the child’s pediatrician, are needed.  Medical information can be faxed directly from a doctor’s office to the Club.





The weekly fee for Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod members is $145 with a $10 registration fee for members and $35 registration fee for non- members and includes a camp T-shirt. The Club offers a discount for a second child and for full payment.  Scholarships are available for income eligible families with documentation but parents MUST apply for financial aid BEFORE May 16.   For more information, call 508-477-8845 or visit the web site at BoysGirlsClubCapeCod.org.  Registration by phone is possible with Visa or MasterCard.























###














�


The Bay Lady II








