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Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod &  The Barnstable County/UMASS/4-H & Youth Development Program Join


the Afterschool Alliance to Support Lights On Afterschool!





�The Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod and the Barnstable County/UMASS 4-H and Youth Development Program invite all non-profits that serve children and everyone else, including parents, teachers, students, public policy makers, and concerned citizens to join them and help support this year’s Lights On Afterschool! Celebration.   The celebration, which takes place on October 12, 2006 at the Boys & Girls Club will mark the 7th annual Lights On Afterschool! rally for afterschool programs.





The Barnstable County/UMASS 4-H and Youth Development Program and the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod are proud to jointly host this event on Cape Cod, starting at 5:00 PM and ending at 7 PM.  





 Tables to display information about local children’s programs are available to any non-profit organization that serves children and families. “We want all non-profits that serve children to share the spotlight,” said Ruth Provost, Club executive director.  This is a great opportunity for all of our local non-profits to get the word out about what they do.” Reservations for display space must be made in advance by calling 508-477-8845.  





They will also be sponsoring a light bulb decorating contest open to all ages during the event and prizes will be awarded for categories like the most colorful or most original.  Paper light bulbs and crayons will be provided to participants.  The finished colored light bulbs will be sent to the United States Congress to show Cape Cod’s support for after school programming.  





The Club is providing a free hot dog dinner, pizza, and snacks for attendees and will have a moonwalk and blow up obstacle course for the kids, and the 4-H Program will provide hands on learning activities. Parents are encouraged to come to the event with their children.





Invited speakers include Congressman William Delahunt and Senator Therese Murray to talk about state and federal initiatives for afterschool care.  In addition, the Boys & Girls Club will be presenting awards people who help keep the lights on after school on Cape Cod for their support of afterschool programs and programs that serve kids.


�Lights On Afterschool! unites the nation's afterschool programs and the communities that they serve to celebrate the benefits of afterschool programs and focus on the support and resources necessary to keep the lights on and the doors open.  





“That kind of support has to come from our local elected officials, from parents, and from the community,” said Ruth Provost, Executive Director of the Boys & Girls Club.  “Congressman Delahunt, Senator Murray and the Cape’s legislators and County government know the importance of quality afterschool programs for our children, which is why we have invited them to be on hand for the celebration.  We hope that the entire community will join us on October 12th.”  The event will highlight three of the significant contributions that afterschool programs make: keeping kids safe and healthy, helping them learn, and relieving working parents of worries about their children's activities during the afternoon hours.”  ��Afterschool programs keep kids safe, help working families, and improve academic achievement-yet as many as 15 million kids have no place to when the school day ends.  44% of 12-year-old children go home after school to an empty house.  Programs like the Boys & Girls Club provide a safe and positive place for children to go after school, with caring adult mentors who are available to provide programs that challenge and teach children the skills that they need to succeed.  Provost, citing research by Mass2020, says that children in programs like the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod are 49% less likely to do drugs, 35% less likely to smoke tobacco, and 37% less likely to become teen parents than their peers who go home to unsupervised households after school.  In addition, children in programs like the Boys & Girls Club do better in school and avoid involvement in juvenile crime. 





The Boys & Girls Club, where the event is taking place,  is centrally located near the Mashpee Rotary and the Mashpee Commons off of Route 151 on 31 Frank E. Hicks Drive behind the Mashpee Police and Fire Stations.  For information call or to reserve display space  508 477 8845.
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