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Rally Links Cape Cod Children, Parents, Community Leaders, and Nonprofits  to National Rally for Afterschool


�Today over a hundred children, parents, business, and community leaders joined a Lights On Afterschool! rally - one of 7,000 such events across the nation - emphasizing the importance of keeping afterschool programs lights on and doors open at the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod. Speakers at the ceremony included keynote presenter Jennifer Davis, President and Cofounder of Massachusetts  2020, Senator Rob O’Leary, who talked about the importance of after school programs, and Representative Matt Patrick and Richard Musiol from Senator Therese Murray’s office, who talked about the successful effort to secure a line item in the state budget to fund Boys & Girls Clubs statewide and who presented a Resolution signed by every Cape Cod Legislator in support of the Boys & Girls Club and the event.  





Participants at the Lights On Afterschool! event viewed exhibits from 15 non- profit organizations that provide services to children and families on Cape Cod   Those groups included Bridges Associates, the Barnstable County Sheriff’s Tobacco Coalition, the Barnstable County Youth Devlopment/4-H Program, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, Cape Cod Children’s Museum, Cape Cod Healthy Families, Cape Cod Community College, Cape Cod Human Services- All Star Program, Cape Cod Neighborhood Support Coalition, Cape Cod WIC, Independence House, Hyannis East Elementary School, MSPCC, the Speedwell Foundation, the South Shore YMCA, and Treasure Time Productions.  “Our hat is off to all of these groups who serve children.” said Boys & Girls Club President Macdonald Dailey.


�The nationwide events marked the fifth annual Lights On Afterschool!, a project of the Afterschool Alliance. The Massachusetts Afterschool Partnership provided a grant to help the Boys & Girls Club fund the event. 


�"Lights On Afterschool! celebrates the wonderful work being done in our afterschool programs," Ruth Provost, Executive Director of the Club, told the assembled crowd. "It reminds us of the great services afterschool programs provide - keeping our children safe, helping them learn, and relieving working parents of worries about their children's afternoons. We have also taken this opportunity to showcase the wonderful work that all nonprofits on Cape Cod do to serve children and youth.”  Provost went on to add that “We should all be personally committed to doing what we can to see to it that every Cape Cod child who needs an afterschool program has one. The simple truth is that afterschool is key to our children's success.  We are here today to thank those who have helped keep the Lights on at the Boys & Girls Club"   


Boys & Girls Club honorees cited for helping to keep the lights on included State Senator Therese Murray and  State Representative Matthew Patrick, who each took the lead in securing state funding for the Club; Sudden Impact. David Kirkwood, and Joan Bentinck Smith for landscaping the Club and for their longtime support,; the Davenport Companies and DeWitt Davenport for supporting the Club through the Seaside LeMans Race;  Comcast  for their support of the computer lab;  Sovereign Bank, and John Callahan in particular, who has always being there for the kids since the day the Club opened; Cape Cod Aggregates and the Lorusso’s;  and Banknorth.’s  Marlene Weir, who presented the Club with  a $10,000 check to support the new education program at the Club, Project Learn.





Activities at the rally also included the grand opening of the new high speed internet connected computer lab, a light bulb coloring contest, and dinner and free handouts from the Mass. Afterschool Partnership for all who were in attendance.   :  





"We are all so proud of our afterschool program, of our kids, and especially of our new education program" said Macdonald Dailey. "There's no reason learning should stop at 3 PM, particularly if the alternative is unsupervised time in front of a television set, or any of the dangerous or unhealthy behaviors that can ensnare children in the afternoon hours.  That is why we are celebrating the opening of our new computer lab, which was funded by BGCA, the Beaumont Foundation, and Comcast; and our new education program which the United Way, Sovereign Bank, and Banknorth have helped to fund" ��The Boys & Girls Club opened in 1999.  It now serves 700 Cape Cod children and teens, providing homework assistance, mentoring, tutoring, and classes and clubs in sports, recreation, mathematics, chess, and dozens of other subjects. 


�Lights On Afterschool! is a nationwide event to recognize the critical importance of quality afterschool programs in the lives of children, their families and their communities. The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization working to ensure that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by the year 2010. More information on the Alliance and Lights On Afterschool! is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.afterschoolalliance.org" ��www.afterschoolalliance.org�.  Information about the Boys and Girls Club of Cape Cod can be accessed by calling 508-477-8845 or by visiting the web site at www.BoysGirlsClubCapeCod.org,





“That kind of support has to come from our local elected officials, from parents, and from the community,” said Provost.  “Our local officials know the importance of quality afterschool programs for our children, which is why they are willing to be on hand for the celebration and why they have supported our program.  We hope that the entire community will join us on October 14th.”  The event will highlight three of the significant contributions that afterschool programs make to Cape Cod: keeping kids safe and healthy, helping them learn, and relieving working parents of worries about their children's activities during the afternoon and evening hours. 





Spaces to display information about local children’s programs are available free to all Cape non-profit organizations that serve children.  Reservations for display space must be made in advance by calling 508-477-8845.  


�For information, call 508 477 8845, or visit the web at www.BoysGirlsClubCapeCod.org.�
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