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Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod 


Announces that Gwynn Hughes  -Director of the Massachusetts


 Afterschool Partnership - will be a speaker on October 12th.


�The Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod is pleased to announce that Gwynn Hughes, director of the Massachusetts Afterschool Partnership, will be a keynote speaker at this year’s Lights On Afterschool! Celebration.   The celebration, which takes place on October 12, 2005 at the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod from 5-7 pm, will mark the sixth annual Lights On Afterschool! rally for afterschool programs.  Parents, teachers, students, public policy makers, and concerned citizens from anywhere on Cape Cod are invited to attend this free event.  There will be free food, games, prizes, a moonwalk, a bounce obstacle course, and local area non-profits that serve children will have display tables with information showcasing their programs and services.  “This event is a lot of fun,” said Ann Macdonald Dailey, Club president. “It gives us a chance to talk about the importance of providing kids with quality programs that support them and their families.  We were happy and excited to learn that Barnstable County was chosen as one of the 100 best communities for young people in the nation by America’s Promise and this event gives us all a chance to celebrate what’s working for kids on Cape Cod.”





The Club is providing a free hot dog dinner, pizza, and snacks for attendees and will have a moonwalk and blow up obstacle course for the kids.   Parents are encouraged to come to the event with their children.  There will be a light bulb coloring contest open to all ages during the event and prizes will be awarded for categories like the most colorful or most original.  Paper light bulbs and crayons will be provided to participants.  The finished colored light bulbs will be sent to hang in the United States Congress to show Cape Cod’s support for after school programming.  





The Boys & Girls Club will also be honoring some of the people and organizations that help to “keep the lights on” at the Boys & Girls Club, including the County Assembly of Delegates, the County Commissioners, the Cape’s state Legislative 


Delegation, the Cape & Islands United Way, The Cape Cod Foundation, Eastern Bank, the Edward Bangs Kelley and Elza Kelley Foundation, the Mashpee BNI, the Figawi Charities, Sam’s Club, the Mashpee Community Concert Committee, the Cape Cod Times Needy Fund, the Barnstable County Extension Master Gardeners and the 4-H & Communities, Families & Youth Program, M. Paulette and Stephen Galliker, Scott Jones, and in memoriam, James Macdonald, Willard Hanson, and Herb Sealander.   





Non profit organizations bringing information about their programs include the Barnstable County Council for Children, Youth and Families, Big Brothers and Big Sisters of the Cape Cod and the Islands, Healthcare of Southeastern Massachusetts Healthy Families Program, Independence House, the Women, Infant’s and Children (WIC) program, and the YMCA of Cape Cod, to name a few.   Tables to display information about local children’s programs are still available to any non-profit organizations that serve children and families. “We want all non-profits that serve children to share the spotlight,” said Ruth Provost, Club executive director.  Reservations for display space may be made in advance by calling 508-477-8845.  





Gwynn Hughes, this year’s keynote speaker, has been the managing director of the Massachusetts Afterschool Partnership for the past 2 years.  The Massachusetts Afterschool Partnership (MAP), is a statewide partnership dedicated to improving quality and resources for afterschool, summer and youth programs across the state. MAP has three goals: building and sustaining a statewide network to promote the out-of-school time sector growth; improving resources for out-of-school time programs, including developing sustainable and increased revenue streams; and promoting high quality of afterschool programs across the state.  Ms. Hughes will be talking about the importance of aferschool programs for children, parents, and the larger community and discussing some of the research that supports the importance of quality programming for children and youth.  





Invited speakers also include state and federal legislators to talk about state and federal initiatives for afterschool care.   Lights On Afterschool! unites the nation's afterschool programs and the communities that they serve to celebrate the benefits of afterschool programs and focus on the support and resources necessary to keep the lights on and the doors open.  Last year over 6,000 programs and 500,000 individual participated in the day's festivities and organizers expect an even larger event in 2005.  





“That kind of support has to come from local elected officials, from parents, and from the entire community,” said Ruth Provost, Executive Director of the Boys & Girls Club.  “We hope that the entire community will join us on October 12th.” The event will highlight three of the significant contributions that afterschool programs make: keeping kids safe and healthy, helping them learn, and relieving working parents of worries about their children's activities during the afternoon hours.”  ��Afterschool programs keep kids safe, help working families, and improve academic achievement-yet as many as 15 million kids have no place to when the school day ends.  44% of 12-year-old children go home after school to an empty house.  Programs like the Boys & Girls Club provide a safe and positive place for children to go after school, with caring adult mentors who are available to provide programs that challenge and teach children the skills that they need to succeed.  Provost, citing research by Mass2020, says that children in programs like the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod are 49% less likely to do drugs, 35% less likely to smoke tobacco, and 37% less likely to become teen parents than their peers who go home to unsupervised households after school.  In addition, children in programs like the Boys & Girls Club do better in school and avoid involvement in juvenile crime. 





The Boys & Girls Club is centrally located near the Mashpee Rotary and the Mashpee Commons off of Route 151 on 31 Frank E. Hicks Drive behind the Mashpee Police and Fire Stations.  For information call or to reserve display space, call 508 477 8845.�
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