MEDIA ALERT                                                                          October 11, 2006    

Contact: Ruth Provost

508 477 8845 (day)

508 888 0858 (eve.)

Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod & Barnstable County/UMass/ 4-H Youth Development to Hold Lights On Afterschool! Open House

Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod & 4-H Youth Development to Join Nationwide Rallies for Afterschool Funding

The Boys& Girls Club of Cape Cod & the Barnstable County/UMass/ 4-H Youth Development will sponsor a Lights on Afterschool! event on Thursday, October 12 starting at 5:00 PM. The event in support of afterschool programs will be one of more than 6,000 such events around the nation that day – this is the sixth annual Lights On Afterschool! Day, organized by the Afterschool Alliance.  Speakers at the Boys & Girls Club will call for expanding afterschool opportunities so that every child who needs a program has access to one, and will discuss the harm that could result from lack of programs for children in the critical after school hours.

Participants in the Lights On Afterschool! event include speakers Representatives Mathew Patrick and Cleon Turner, and members of the Cape’s State Legislative Delegation, Barnstable County Commissioners, members of the Barnstable County Assembly of Delegates, and local elected officials.

 DiMecoIn addition, the Boys & Girls Club will be honoring the following individuals and institutions who help keep the lights afterschool on Cape Cod:

Cape & Islands Youth Community Development Council 

Mashpee Men’s Club 

Nizamettin Oktem & Family 

Paul Kelly 

Bob & Micky Welling 

Roche Bros.

Kiwanis Club of Sandwich 

Sheehan Family Foundation 

Timothy Roberts Family 

Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe 

Workplace Essentials – Ellen 

Bank of America 

BJ’s Charitable Foundation 

Cape Cod Five Cents Savings Bank 

Chad Doe 

Denise Carroll 

Frank Ward 

Fredy & Ellen DiMeco In Memory of Dr. Geraldine McCormack 

John Mikutowicz 

John Smith In memory of Kevin

Ray & Julia Sullivan

The event will highlight three of the significant contributions that afterschool programs make to Cape Cod: keeping kids safe and healthy, helping them learn, and relieving working parents of worries about their children's activities during the afternoon hours. Local non-profit organizations that serve children will have displays of information about their programs.  This event is free and open to the community including parents, children, and supporters.  The Boys & Girls Club will be serving free pizza and snacks, there will be a coloring contest, door prizes, and two inflatable moonwalk type bounce courses.

Children and adults from around the Cape will be producing decorated paper light bulbs as a symbol of the event.  The completed art will be collected and displayed at the Lights On Afterschool! event and then sent to be hung in the halls of the United States Congress as a way of expressing the strong support that After School programs have here on Cape Cod.

    * What: 4-H Youth Development Programs & Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod Lights On Afterschool! Open House & Awards Night.

    * When: 5:00 PM, October 12, 2006

    * Where: Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod , 31 Franks Hicks Drive, off of Rt. 151, Mashpee, behind the Mashpee Police and Fire Stations.

    * Who: Child Serving Organizations of Cape Cod, elected officials, Board Members and Friends of the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod and anyone who supports children & quality after school care.

For more information contact Ruth Provost at 508 477 8845 or Kerry Bickford at ( 508) 375-6695

Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod opened in 1999 with huge support from the community.   It now serves over 700 children, providing homework assistance, mentoring, tutoring, and classes and clubs in sports, recreation, mathematics, chess, and dozens of other subjects.

4-H draws together the practical academic and organizational resources to help young people contribute to their communities, learn new skills, and have fun in the process. The focus is "hands on" ...not just talking, but doing!

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and nonprofit entities dedicated to ensuring that all children and youth have access to afterschool programs by 2010. More information on Lights On Afterschool! is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.

