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THE BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF CAPE COD JOINS NATIONWIDE CALL TO ACTION 


CONCERNING CRISES AFFECTING YOUNG PEOPLE





Harris Survey, Leading Experts and Prominent Boys & Girls Club Alumni Address


Crime and Violence, Dropout Epidemic, Youth Obesity





              Major New York Event Launches “Impact 2012” 





Yesterday the Barnstable County/UMass/ 4-H Youth Development, the Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod, and 24 nonprofit organizations that serve children and families on Cape Cod, including the American Red Cross, Barnstable County Council For Children, Youth, and Families; The Barnstable County Human Services Department; Barnstable County/UMass/ 4-H and Youth Development Program; Big Brothers / Big Sisters of Cape Cod and the Islands; Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts; Cape Cod Community College; Cape Cod Healthy Families / Early Childbearing Program; The Community Action Committee of Cape Cod & Islands, Inc. (CACCI); The Cape Cod Neighborhood Support Coalition (CCNSC): Cape Cod Women, Infants & Children’s (WIC); Diploma Plus; DSS Foster Parent Recruitment; Girl Scout Council of Southeastern Massachusetts; Harwich Youth Services; Independence House; The Kids Klub Before & After School Program; The Mentor Network; The National Marine Life Center (NMLC); Operation Military Kids; The Upper Cape Family Network (UCFN); The YMCA After School Programs; and Young Children First and the Community, came together to celebrate Lights on Afterschool, a national event organized to show support for Afterschool programs and the positive impact that they have on America’s youth.   





The message was clear.  America's young people need our help. Today, a distinguished  panel of child development experts came together in New York City to examine issues impacting youth  and their conclusions were the same.  Too many children and teens are not receiving the guidance they need to graduate from high school, to avoid the effects of violence, gangs and drugs, or to become responsible adults.  





The panel, brought together by Boys & Girls Clubs of America (BGCA), issued a call to action asking Americans to become outraged over what is happening to young people, to make a commitment to help reverse the negative trends affecting kids in communities throughout the nation, and to join Boys & Girls Clubs nationwide, including the Boys & Girls Clubs of Cape Cod, in their mission of changing and saving young lives.  The organization’s national spokesperson and alumnus Denzel Washington, along with actor and alumnus Cuba Gooding Jr. and WNBA all-star and alumna Swin Cash, joined the panel to discuss the positive and profound impact the Boys & Girls Clubs have had on their lives. 





The panel also discussed the results of a new Harris Interactive survey of Boys & Girls Club alumni that confirmed the positive impact Boys & Girls Clubs have on kids who pass through their doors. The group concluded by asking Americans everywhere to help build more safety nets for the nation's youth by supporting Boys & Girls Clubs and other community-based organizations that serve children.


“As a nation, we need to provide more safe havens for children and teens in our communities," said Ruth Provost, Executive Director of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Cape Cod  "Today we join with all the Boys & Girls Clubs nationwide in calling on civic leaders, educators, parents and other caring adults to 'share the outrage' concerning the dropout epidemic, the increasing levels of violence, and other growing threats to the well-being of our young people.  Boys & Girls Clubs will do their part, with the support of many caring and concerned citizens, but we cannot turn the tide alone.  Here on Cape Cod, that support for our kids comes from many organizations, but the Barnstable County Council for Children, Youth, and Families serves as a focal point for many organizations working towards the goal of helping our children grow and thrive.  Organizations and citizens interested in joining that effort should come to one of our meetings, held on the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 3 pm, or call the Barnstable County Human Service Department at  508.375.6628 or email  them at � HYPERLINK "mailto:humanservices@bchumanservices.net" �humanservices@bchumanservices.net�  for more information.”


Panelists in New York included Harvard University's Dr. Alvin F. Poussaint, one of the nation's preeminent child psychiatrists; Northeastern University's Dr. James Alan Fox, national youth violence expert, professor of criminal justice and author; Harris Interactive Chairman/CEO Humphrey Taylor; BGCA Chairman Rick Goings and President/CEO Roxanne Spillett; and Stacey Walker, 19, Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s 2006-07 National Youth of the Year, from Des Moines, Iowa.





According to the Harris survey, 57 percent of Boys & Girls Club alumni believe the Club saved their life. Verbatim comments reveal that alumni found a safe haven at the Club, away from disruptive or dysfunctional family situations or other negative influences in their neighborhoods.  





"The Club was my whole world from the time I was six years old.  It's where I learned how to focus and set my mind on a goal; it's where I learned about consequences and how to be a man," recalled Denzel Washington.  "I believe we all have the responsibility to give something back; to leave the world a better place for our having been here.  For me, that means giving back to Boys & Girls Clubs of America, whose programs helped shape me and gave my life purpose and direction.  I can't think of a nobler or more fulfilling mission than to guide our young children and set them down the right path."   





Four Major Areas of Concern:


The panel focused its discussion on four major areas of concern impacting America's youth today: crime and violence, high school dropout rates, obesity and health, and crises affecting African-American males.  Based on the survey results, a significant number of Boys & Girls Club alumni agree that they would not have graduated from high school, attended college, or stayed out of trouble if not for the Club.





Crime & Substance Abuse: Crime, drug and alcohol use are among the most serious problems affecting America's young people. Every 24 hours, more than 15,000 teens use drugs for the first time.   Every two hours a youth is murdered. Every four minutes a youth is arrested for an alcohol-related crime and every seven minutes a youth is arrested for a drug crime (Crime Time by Safe Place). And in the next 24 hours, 3,506 teens will run away from home (Teen Help).  Some 67 percent of Boys & Girls Club alumni attribute their ability to avoid difficulty with the law to the influence of Club staff, and 67 percent also say the Club is where they learned how to “say no” to drugs and alcohol.





     Dropout Rates:  In 2006 alone, 1.2 million teenagers did not graduate from high school in the United States -- that's 30 percent of the class of 2006.  The number increases to an astonishing 50 percent among some minorities.  According to a survey by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 88 percent of those surveyed (ages 16 to 25 in 25 urban, rural and suburban communities nationwide) had passing grades when they dropped out of school, and 91 percent of those dropouts said they knew that graduating was vital to their future success.   According to the Harris Alumni Survey, some 28 percent Boys & Girls Club alumni report they would have dropped out of high school if not for the Club, plus another 51 percent achieved a higher level of education than they thought possible because of attending the Club.





Here on Cape Cod, a group of business people, educators, and youth service providers, under the auspices of the Workforce Investment Board’s Youth Council, have organized around the problem of dropouts.  Last year 20%, or 370 Cape & Islands students, dropped out of the class of 2006.   That is unacceptable and should be of concern to local businesses as well as parents and educators.  The WIB and the Cape Cod Chamber of Commerce are addressing the issue at a summit called Business and Schools Community Partnership - Coming Together for Student Success on Wednesday, November 7th  from 8 am to 12:30 at the Tilden Arts Center at Cape Cod Community College.  The group wants to raise awareness around the problem and focus on establishing Community Partnerships, including business leaders, to work with the local schools on these issues.  To register for the free event or for information, call the WIB at (508) 775-5900 or email razza@ciwib.org.





Childhood Obesity: Obesity and lack of physical fitness is also a serious issue affecting today's youth.   According to a study by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), 16 percent of adolescents in the United States are overweight.  This figure has nearly tripled in the last 20 years.  Some 25 percent of young people (ages 12-21) report that they do not participate in any vigorous physical activity and 14 percent report that they don't even participate in any light to moderate physical activity.  This lack of physical fitness and abundance of obesity means that 16 percent of our teens are at risk for heart disease, high cholesterol and high blood pressure. Type 2 diabetes has also increased dramatically in teens as a direct result of adolescent obesity.  Of the Boys and Girls Club alumni surveyed, 80 percent said that their Club experience made a positive impact on their attitude toward fitness and health, with 74 percent participating in organized sports.  





Crisis Among African-American Males:  According to a 2006 New York Times article by Erik Eckholm, the problems affecting many African-American males have become an epidemic.  Eckholm states that about one-third of black males are awaiting trial, in jail or prison, or on probation or parole.  In their lifetime, nearly one-third of black males will spend some time in jail or prison.  Black males are more likely to drop out of high school, be placed in special education classes, and be suspended or expelled, but less likely to be placed in gifted and talented classes.  More than 50 percent of black males in inner-city schools do not graduate from high school.  However, according to the Harris survey, some 73 percent of African-American male Boys & Girls Club alumni said the “Club saved my life.”  Most impressive – 34 percent of African-American BGC male alumni earned a four-year college degree, compared to the national rate of 16 percent.





"There's an eclipse of traditional community in today's generation: higher rates of divorce, the decline of churchgoing and the fact that more people live in urban areas, where they may not even know their neighbors.  Kids need a community where they are safe, where people know and care about them, someplace they can go after school and do their homework instead of getting into trouble on the streets,” concluded Dr. James Alan Fox.  "Boys & Girls Clubs provide that much-needed community for millions of kids." 





Impact 2012: Building for the Future


Boys & Girls Clubs of America used the panel discussion as the official kick-off for Impact 2012, a five-year strategic plan formulated by representatives of Clubs throughout the country, including the here on Cape Cod.   For the period between 2008 and 2012, BGCA has identified several strategic priorities, the most important being the deepening of impact on young lives through: 





Increased overall daily attendance, and increased frequency of attendance for each Club member;  


Emphasis on outcome measurement of success indicators, including academic achievement, juvenile crime reduction, and level of civic engagement;


Outreach to more young people and families most in need;


Special emphasis on serving the needs of teens;


Strengthening of local Clubs through enhanced training and development of professional youth development staff;


Establishment of new Clubs in communities where the needs are greatest, reaching a total of 5,000 local service locations by 2012.





“As an organization that has provided hope and opportunity for the youth of Cape Cod since 1999 we are proud to add our voice to this nationwide call to action on behalf of America’s kids,” said Nathan Berkowitz, Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod  President.   “We hope all local community leaders, citizens and parents will join us in putting the needs of our children and teens at the forefront of our priorities.”





About Boys & Girls Clubs of America


Boys & Girls Clubs of America (� HYPERLINK "http://www.bgca.org" ��www.bgca.org�) comprises a national network of more than 4,000 neighborhood-based facilities, with 4.8 million youth served through Club membership and community outreach, in all 50 states and on U.S. military bases worldwide.  Known as “The Positive Place for Kids,” the Clubs provide guidance-oriented character development programs on a daily basis for children 6-18 years old, conducted by a full-time professional staff.  Key Boys & Girls Club programs emphasize leadership development, education and career exploration, financial literacy, health and life skills, the arts, sports, fitness and recreation, and family outreach.  An estimated 30 million American youth have been served by Boys & Girls Clubs since the founding of BGCA in 1906. National headquarters are located in Atlanta.





The Boys & Girls Club of Cape Cod opened in 1999 with huge support from the community.   It now serves over 800 Cape Cod children and teens, providing homework assistance, mentoring, tutoring, and classes and clubs in sports, recreation, mathematics, chess, and dozens of other subjects. 


The Boys & Girls Club Clubhouse in Mashpee is open from Monday to Friday from 2 until 6 pm for children in grades 1-8.  Teens in grades 9-12 will be able to access tutoring, MCAS help, college application help, and other programs at Mashpee High School starting at 2 pm on weekdays beginning the week of September 17.  Teen nights will start the week of September 24 and be held every weeknight after that from 6-8 pm at the Boys & Girls Club Clubhouse and on Friday night from 6-10 pm.  In addition, the Boys & Girls Club is open Saturdays starting in November and during all school vacation weeks





 Membership is still only $25 for the entire school year and is open to any child aged 6-18 who lives anywhere on Cape Cod.  Membership entitles children and teens free access to the Club and most programs, including free tutoring every day after school and during school vacation weeks.   The Membership is waived for children in active duty military families and for those with documented need. 





Membership forms must be filled out by parents or guardians every year and do not carry over from year to year.  Children may visit the Club once without being a member but membership is required after that.  Parents should come prepared with the names and numbers for emergency contacts and their family pediatrician’s information.





The $25 membership fee provides free access to the gym, game room, art programs, computer room, education programs, and an a host of on-going adult supervised programs.  Most of the programs offered at the Club are free but some programs and special field trips may have an additional fee.  Limited scholarship money is available based on certified need for programs that require an additional fee for materials.   Children with parents serving in the Armed Forces of the United States and teenagers will have the $25 membership fee waived.





Clubhouse is open for teens in grades 8-12.  During school vacations weeks, the Club is open from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm and special events and trips are scheduled and on Saturdays in the winter the Club is open from 10 am to 4 pm.. �


The Boys & Girls Club is centrally located near the Mashpee Rotary and across the street from Mashpee Commons off of Route 151 at 31 Frank E. Hicks Drive behind the Mashpee Police and Fire Stations.  For information call 508 477 8845 or visit the Club on line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.BoysGirlsClubCapeCod.org" ��www.BoysGirlsClubCapeCod.org�.  
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