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Speak Out for Military Kids (SOMK)

Teens:  You Can Help Deployed Military Families in your own backyard!

Become part of a statewide teen Speak Out for Military Kids team! Speak Out for Military Kids (SOMK) is an educational program designed by teens for both military dependent and civilian teens to raise the awareness of issues facing military families and kids, particularly those with deployed family members.  Teens are invited to participate in a workshop to plan community projects for Military Kids and find out how to share what you learn with others.  Massachusetts teens who want to make a difference for kids with deployed family members are invited to attend the Speak Out for Military Kids (SOMK) program planning workshop for the  2007-2008 year on Saturday, December 1, 2007 9:30-1:30 p.m. at the UMass Waltham Center, 240 Beaver St., Waltham, MA.  Continental breakfast and lunch are included in the workshop free of charge.
More and more Massachusetts young people are finding that they have become a member of a family with a deployed parent or family member.  Deployment affects children that you know; they are your friends and neighbors.  Most National Guard and Reservist families live in civilian communities and many of active duty personnel also live off-base.  Some families even move during deployment to reduce costs, increase access to military services, to be closer to relatives and family support, or for other reasons.  These families may look the same as always, but they are facing some very real stresses, both as parents are deployed and again as they come home.

The unique and often-overlooked needs of young people whose military parents have been deployed far from home are the focus of this teen initiative.  The planning workshop will be fun and hands-on.  It will give teens a chance to meet other teens and to learn about the impact of deployment on families and their community.  The goal of the workshop is to come up with ways to increase community awareness for these families and to build more support for military kids and their families. 
As part of our SOMK team, a teen can gain valuable team building and volunteer experience by participating in upcoming events that happen all over the state to support military families and kids.  Please RSVP by Monday November 26th to Va Shon J.W. Hiltpold 781-891-0650 (ext 30) or Pam LeFave 781-891-0650 (ext. 15) or by email to vwallace@umext.umass.edu.

The workshop is being provided by Operation: Military Kids – Massachusetts, Operation: Military Kids is a partnership of Army Child and Youth Services, USDA National 4-H Headquarters, and University of Massachusetts Amherst 4-H program. Operation: Military Kids-Massachusetts is funded by the 4-H/Army and Kansas State Research and Extension Kansas State University special project number #2003-48558-01716 and includes support from their national and state partners, the Massachusetts  Department of Education, the Massachusetts National Guard, the U.S. Army Reserve, Boys & Girls Clubs, the YMCA and The American Legion.
