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THE CHILDREN OF 2 MOM’S BEING DEPLOYED TO IRAQ & ONE DAD ALREADY DEPLOYED TO IRAQ WILL BE HONORED BY THEIR SCHOOL AND OPERATION MILITARY KIDS - CAPE COD 

ON 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12 AT OTIS MEMORIAL SCHOOL
The Operation Military Kids Cape Cod team will be honoring the sacrifices of 3 children with parents who are currently deployed to Iraq or who are soon leaving for Iraq.   Each child will be recognized as a hero for the sacrifices that they and their families are making and will be given a “Hero Back Pack”, full of toys and items that allow them to stay in touch with their deployed parent.   The event will take place at Otis Memorial School on the Massachusetts Military Reservation (MMR) on Wednesday, Dec. 12 at 9:30 am.   Please call ahead to Otis Memorial School principal, Jean Holland, at 508-563- 2206 to arrange access through the main gate at Otis
The children being honored have parents in three branches of the armed forces.  Joe Gorden, a Bourne School Committee member and a member of the U.S. Navy Reserves, is already deployed to Iraq.   His daughter will be one of the honorees.   Monica Parks, a Senior Master Sergeant in the Massachusetts Air National Guard and Stefanie Pickering, a Staff Sergeant in the 6th Space Warning Squadron Cape Cod Air Force Base, will both be deployed to Iraq in the near future.   Both have 3rd grade sons who will be honored.   
Operation Military Kids was formed to support the children of deployed service men and women because more and more Massachusetts young people are finding that they have become “suddenly military.”  Deployment affects children that we all know, they are our friends and neighbors.  Most National Guard and Reservist families live in civilian communities and not on a military base.  Many active duty personnel also live off-base.   
Some families even move during deployment to reduce costs, increase access to military services, to be closer to relatives and family support, or for other reasons.  When a parent is a single parent, as is the case with one of the families being honored, it is the children who wind up moving or going to stay with relatives. These families and children may look the same as always, but they are facing some very real stresses, both as the parents are deployed and again as they come home.

The unique and often-overlooked needs of young people whose military parents have been deployed far from home are the focus of Operation Military Kids, whose mission is to support the children of deployed Reserve and Active Duty military families who live in civilian communities across the country by creating support for “suddenly military” children & youth where they live by delivering recreational, social & educational programs & by acknowledging the sacrifices of military kids on the  home front everyday as they cope with the stress of knowing their deployed parents may be in harm’s way.   
Operation: Military Kids (OMK)  is the U.S. Army's collaborative effort with America's communities to support the children and youth impacted by deployment.  This initiative was officially launched in April 2005.  Since its inception OMK has touched 65,000 military youth and provided information to 7200 community members across the United States.  Operation: Military Kids is a partnership of Army Child and Youth Services, USDA National 4-H Headquarters, and University of Massachusetts Amherst 4-H Youth Development.  National and state partners include National 4-H, Boys and Girls Clubs of America, The American Legion, Military Child Education Coalition and other state or local organizations.  Operation: Military Kids— Massachusetts is funded by the 4-H/Army and Auburn University Youth Development Project # 2003-48558-01723.

